Graduate Studies

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY OF SCHOLARSHIP AND RESEARCH

Based in the Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences at Villanova University, the Master of Science in Psychology
program provides a strong foundation for individuals seeking entry into PhD programs in most sub elds of psychology. It also
serves the needs of students who wish to seek a terminal master’s degree to advance in their professional careers.

PHD PREP OR BEHAVIORAL
SCIENCE CAREERS

The Villanova MS in Psychology program
enjoys a strong national reputation,
contributing to the success of a large
proportion of our graduates gaining admission
to top PhD programs in many sub elds in
Psychology, Neuroscience, and other related

The two-year curriculum provides excellent
training in research skills. Students gain
expertise in the formulation of research
designs and in the acquisition, analysis and
interpretation of data. Laboratory courses in
cognitive psychology, statistics and biological
psychology are complemented by electives in
many of the other sub elds of psychology. In
addition, students may elect to take a
graduate course in a department other than
psychology to round out their area of special
interest, such as biology, chemistry, computer
science, human organization science or
applied statistics.

Students are required to complete a total of
eight courses, including statistics and at least
two laboratory courses, and to conduct an
original piece of research under faculty
supervision in the form of a thesis. The
elective courses allow students the exibility
to tailor the program to their particular goals.
The master’s thesis is required, and additional
independent research is strongly encouraged.
There is no comprehensive examination or
foreign language requirement.

FACULTY

The Department is composed of core faculty
members who maintain active research
laboratories in their specialties. Strong
research specializations within the
department are provided in behavioral and
cognitive neuroscience, comparative
cognition, clinical, cognitive, developmental,
organizational, perception, personality and
social psychology. The psychology faculty has
maintained a consistently strong record for
productivity and scholarly research. Graduate
students frequently co-author the research
published by their mentors, thereby
enhancing their graduate education

and preparation for a top-quality

doctoral program.

A number of our faculty hold or have

held research grants from various government
agencies (e.g., National Science Foundation,
National Institutes of Health) and private
foundations. Similarly, a number of our
faculty serve or have served in important
editorial positions for top journals

in the eld.
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