
Instructions for oral test #1 (Thurs 10/11) in undergraduate face-to-face course, English 

 

The document was authored by Lauren Shohet, Luckow Family Professor of English. Questions 

about the document can be directed to Dr. Shohet, lauren.shohet@villanova.edu  

 

Oral test #1 is based on preparatory small-group work, in assigned groups of 3-4 (below). 

First, outside of class, your group will prepare discussion questions based on assigned exam texts 

that will relate to course materials, but which we will not have treated together in class. Then 

during class time on Thurs 10/11, the test will culminate in a discussion with two other groups. I 

Ovid’s Metamorphoses  Book IV (pp 112 -116 in the Norton); and 2) Marvell’s “Picture of Little 

T. C. in a Prospect of F lowers” and “To His Coy Mistress” (on Blackboard).  

 

 Before the test, you need to meet with your group to prepare and write up 4 discussion 

questions . Bring these to the exam, and hand in to me one copy, with the names of everyone in 

your group. Part of your grade comes from the quality of these questions . Your questions and 

discussion should draw on the skills we’ve been practicing in class, and at least 2 of your 

questions should relate an exam text to another course text.  

 

 During the discussion itself , your task is collectively producing  the most trenchant 

analysis you can.  One thing this will entail is thinking carefully (but on your feet) about how 
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 . . .are based on textual specifics. If your starting point is broad, offer a promising passage as 

a starting point.  

 

 . . .get at issues in the text that do not seem trivial. 

 

 . . .open up ways the text in question relates to other texts and overarching concerns of the 

course. Ideally, the question leads discussion toward using the textual passage in question and 

larger course issues to illuminate one another. Often, good questions draw together specific 

passages from two different texts as starting points. 

 

 


