
 

 
2nd Degree Accelerated Nursing Program 

Understanding the Financial Aid Process for the 2025-2026 Academic Year 

Congratulations on your decision to start a career in Nursing, Wildcat! We are excited to have you as part of Nova Nation 
and are here to support you in developing your financing plan for the 2nd Degree Accelerated Nursing Program. 

 
Students who wish to apply for federal financial assistance for the 2025-2026 academic year must complete the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa. 

 
*NOTE: Some students may be selected by the Department of Education to provide additional documentation. Please 

monitor your student portal and e-mail as you will be notified by our office if additional documentation is needed. 
 

All FAFSA information will be reviewed in the order it was received. 
 

Important Notes When Applying for Financial Aid: 
• Please do not complete the 2025-2026 CSS Profile, as this form is not a part of the financial aid process for the 

2nd Degree Accelerated Nursing Program. 
• To accurately file the 2025-2026 FAFSA in accordance with the Education Plans for the 2nd Degree 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www1.villanova.edu/university/office-of-financial-assistance/financial-aid-process/bsn-express-financial-aid-process.html
https://www1.villanova.edu/university/office-of-financial-assistance/financial-aid-process/bsn-express-financial-aid-process.html
https://studentaid.gov/


 

 
Villanova University uses a Borrower-Based Academic Year for the 2nd Degree Accelerated Nursing Program so that 
students can maximize their Federal Direct Loan borrowing. Students who start the 2025-2026 academic year in the 
Summer 2025 semester can use a Borrower-Based Academic Year to award an initial annual federal loan limit between 
Summer 2025/Fall 2026, and a second annual federal loan limit between Spring 2026/Summer 2026. The student has 
the option, as shown on the next page, of receiving 100% of their annual federal loan limit in Spring 2026, or splitting 
the federal loan limit in Spring 2026 and Summer 2026. Students who choose to split the federal loan will need to 
complete a new FAFSA for the 2026-2027 academic year. Students are contacted in November regarding Spring 
eligibility, after spring registration has commenced. 
 
Federal Direct Loan eligibility per semester for Dependent Students 

Option 1: 
 Summer 2025 Fall 2025 Spring 2026 Summer 2026 

Subsidized 2750 



 

 
 

PLANNING AHEAD: 

Since the BSN Flex Track program begins in the fall semester, the Borrower-Based Academic Year should be available to 
students in the 2026-2027 academic year. 

 
 

ALTERNATE FINANCING: 

Students in the 2nd Degree Accelerated Nursing Programs often need to utilize another form of funding beyond the 
Federal Direct Loans to meet both their direct and indirect costs during the year. Please see below for some useful 
resources to helping a student in meeting the “gap” of expenses that other sources of aid do not cover. 

 
Private Educational Loan 

Students may apply for private educational loan from a bank or lending institution. These loans may be in the student’s 
name, or in the parent’s name depending upon the guidelines of your lender. A student may choose any lender that 
offers a private educational loan. ELM Select is an external webpage a student can link to from the Office of Financial 
Assistance website where a student can review and compare Villanova University’s Preferred Lender Information. This 
list is not exhaustive, and students may use any lender they wish. However, ELM Select is a helpful page to identify what 
aspects of the loan are most beneficial to them. 

 
Once approved for a private educational loan, the Office of Financial Assistance will review the loan for school 
certification. This process includes confirming enrollment in the BSN-Express program, verifying the eligibility of the type 

https://www1.villanova.edu/university/office-of-financial-assistance.html
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/enroll/finaid/financing/options/privateedloans.html
https://studentaid.gov/
https://www1.villanova.edu/university/financial-affairs/bursar.html
https://www1.villanova.edu/university/financial-affairs/bursar.html
mailto:finaid@villanova.edu
https://finaid.villanova.edu/
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